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Inside this issue: 

Thanks to those of you who are back to attending the monthly meetings at Ewell Hall.  

Both members and speakers seem to be happy to be getting back to normal.  For those of 

you who are not yet ready to socialise, the monthly write-up of the talk mean at least you 

do not miss out completely.  We still need members to take their turn on the refreshments 

rota, to offer to write up talks for the newsletter and to recommend speakers for future 

talks - many hands make light work. 

For those of you who have embraced digital technology, there are a number of online 

archaeology/history tools that have been launched recently which may be of interest. 

Historic England has made the results of over 30 years of aerial photograph mapping 

projects freely available online at https://historicengland.org.uk/research/results/aerial-

archaeology-mapping-explorer/. 

  HE says 'like a huge archaeological jigsaw puzzle, the map pieces together archaeological 

landscapes recorded during analysis of over 500,000 aerial photographs.  More than half of 

England is covered by the map.  The map contains thousands of archaeological sites that 

Secretary’s Notes 

November 2021 

Lecture Diary 

 

December 1st The Portable Antiquities Scheme, Finds 

Liaison Officers and the Treasure Act : Dr. 

Simon Maslin                - plus mince pies! 

 

January No meeting 

 

February 2nd Variolation in Ewell : Dr. Alicia Grant 

 

Meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each 

month at St. Mary’s Church Hall, London Road, Ewell, KT17 

2AY. 

Doors open 7.45 for 8pm start.  Members free, visitors £4, 

includes refreshments. 

(Continued under Membership Matters) 

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/results/aerial-archaeology-mapping-explorer/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/results/aerial-archaeology-mapping-explorer/
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The Death of Sergeant Green : David Brooks 

           Jeff Cousins 

David Brooks of Bourne Hall Museum is a familiar figure to many of us.  He kindly came to 

give us our first face-to-face talk in many months. 

He began with the background as to how an army camp happened to have been built near 

Epsom.  Soon after the beginning of WW1, almost 4000 men of the University and Public 

Schools Brigade turned up in Epsom with nowhere to stay.  They were billeted in local 

homes.  The Royal Automobile Club gave permission for their estate at Woodcote Park to be 

used, and the Brigade was put to work building a camp for themselves.  The Brigade had 

grown to 5000 men by the time the camp was ready in Feb 1915, when they became part of 

the Royal Fusiliers.  After they moved out the camp became a Convalescent Hospital.  By the 

end of the war it was used by the Canadian Army. 

Six  months after the end of the war there were still several hundreds of men stuck in the 

camp waiting to be shipped back to Canada.  The local women had been a bit too keen on the 

fit, strong Canadian soldiers for the likes of the local men.  The police were unpopular with 

the Canadians for stopping them meeting local girls in the churchyard and for stopping 

illegal drinking.  It was only a matter of time before there was a conflict. 

The police had arrested a Canadian soldier at the “Rifleman” for being fighting drunk on the 

evening of June 17th 1919.  The landlord had stepped out to ask a passing policeman (can 

you imagine such a thing now?) for assistance.  The prisoners were taken back to the Police 

Station, then in a converted house in Ashley Road.  Another Canadian soldier who tried to 

intervene on the way was also arrested.  Inspector Pawley, who lived above the Police 

Station with his family, phoned the camp to fetch the soldiers, which would have been the 

most peaceful solution, but Major Ross ignored the request. 

Several hundred Canadians marched down from the camp to the Police Station, smashing up 

the “Ladas” PH and ripping down garden fences on the way.  The Inspector offered to hand 

over the prisoners to the Major, but he still didn’t assist.  The soldiers started to smash 

windows, so the inspector phoned Scotland Yard for help.  Police reinforcements arrived by 

train from London or bicycle from Croydon.  Sgt. Thomas Green, who was aged 51 and lived 

in Lower Court Road, entered in plain clothes, climbing over the back wall.  Burning 

newspapers were thrown in through the windows, so the prisoners were released.  The 

outnumbered police bravely made a truncheon charge, and after the bugler sounded the 

retreat the soldiers did.  In the aftermath Sgt. Green was found to have a broken skull, he 

received First Aid (from a Canadian) but died the following morning in hospital. 

The next day 200 cadets arrived from Epsom College, and some of the soldiers involved 

(basically identified as such by having head wounds) arrested.  The subsequent trial was 

largely a cover up as the authorities wished to avoid spoiling the Prince of Wales’ 

forthcoming tour of Canada, evidence against the Canadians was withheld, and just a few 

short sentences of a few months were handed out.  No blame was attached to Major Ross.  In 

the absence of any official medals or commendations to the police officers who had suffered 

so much - thirteen were badly injured, of which five had to retire due to ill health - Lord 

Rosebery presented them with gold watches. 
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Strangely the Green family subsequently emigrated to Canada, and both daughters married 

Canadians. 

A decade later one of the accused, Allan McMaster of Winnipeg, admitted having hit Sgt. 

Green with an iron bar.  He committed suicide two years after his confession. 

The police station had its roof blown off by a V1 in 1944. 

Following Roman Stane Street - Philip Pavey 

          Nikki Cowlard 

A local resident, Philip Pavey, has written a walking guide to Stane Street on its route 

through Epsom and Ewell.  He has kindly agreed to allow EEHAS to post it on its website 

making it freely available. You can find “Following Roman Stane Street on foot 

through Epsom and Ewell” by Philip Pavey © at: 

http://epsomewellhistory.org.uk/notice-board/4571159734 

If you cannot access the internet but would still like a copy of the booklet please let the 

Secretary know and she will put you in touch with the author who can sell you a paper copy. 

Hello Tolworth, I’m Ziggy - Tim Harrison 

          Jeff Cousins 

The title of this book celebrates David Bowie having launched his character Ziggy Stardust 

at the Toby Jug pub on our side of the Tolworth roundabout on February 10th 1972 (not that 

he actually said those words).  This is the main selling point of the book, but it covers so 

much more.  It dissects the history of the Toby Jug pub from every possible angle: 

 Biographies of its landlords; 

 A biography of its architect.  He must have done well as he had a big house in 

Carshalton Beeches in the expensive Pine Walk, which backs onto Oaks Park Golf 

Course; 

 The architecture of the pub; 

 Potted histories of the breweries involved.  Charringtons of Mile End built the pub.  A 

Toby Jug had actually been the symbol of the Hoare brewery (on the site of the Royal 

Festival Hall), but Charringtons had just taken them over and thoroughly exploited the 

symbol; 

 The history of the pub, from its opening in 1934 to its demolition in 2002.  It originally 

had a large rose garden, with a bandstand (another one to add to the list!), but the 

bowling alley was built on the site in 1965; 

 The history of the development of the Tolworth area, illustrated by rare (to me at least) 

photos.  The Kingston By-Pass had opened in 1927.  It seems to have come as a total 

surprise to the authorities that developers would then simply come and build houses 

alongside it.  Originally each house had its own long drive across a wide grass verge 

directly on to the dual carriageway.  Tolworth Tower was built in 1962-4.  The 

http://epsomewellhistory.org.uk/notice-board/4571159734
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underpass was dug in 1968-70; 

 Life in WW2.  The landlord was fined £19 for the outrageous act of serving a sardine as 

a starter during rationing; 

 The social history of its varying clientele during different periods; 

 Other businesses and government offices in the area; 

 A summary of every known music gig performed there.  The first band to play there, in 

1964, was The Yardbirds, featuring Eric Clapton who (sometimes!) went to school in 

Surbiton.  Next was Fleetwood Mac who played there several times, their original 

leader Peter Green living in New Malden.  Led Zeppelin, whose founder Jimmy Page 

grew up in Epsom, played there in 1969 during a brief respite between two major tours 

of America (though failed to sell out the mere 200 tickets at only 10s each).  Others of 

the many who appeared during 1964-72 included Rod Stewart, Free, Lindisfarne, 

Status Quo, Genesis and ELO.  There was a brief music revival in the Punk year of 

1977 when The Stranglers, The Damned, Ultravox and Squeeze played; 

 During the height of the Beatles, John Lennon’s absent father Freddie was a washer-

upper at the Toby Jug.  He married one of the barmaids, who was only a third of his 

age; 

 David Bowie’s gig only had an audience of 60 people, if that, but it was enough for his 

career to commence lift off. 

The last quarter century of the Toby seemed to be a slow spiral of decline.  Attempted make-

overs would alienate past customers without attracting many of the hoped-for new ones. 

The book is available from the Regency Bookshop, an independent bookshop well worth 

visiting, in Surbiton, price £15.  It is so packed full of information, I would recommend it 

even if there are only certain areas that you wish to delve into.  If only we had something 

like it on life in mid and late 20th century Epsom & Ewell. 

And if there are any Ziggy fans out there……  it is suggested that they meet by the site at 9 

pm on his 50th anniversary on February 10th 2022. 

Old Church Tower, Ewell – Alice Blows 

           Nikki Cowlard 

Alice Blows carried out a survey of the Old Church Tower as part of her Master of Studies at 

the University of Cambridge in 2019.  She started her talk by thanking Jeremy Harte, Steve 

Nelson and Ian West for providing historical information, facilitating access to the tower and 

assisting in the survey (which included Ian dropping a tape from the parapet).  Due to H&S 

issues Alice was unable to access the second floor or roof.  The old tower is an important 

cornerstone in the landscape of historic Ewell and has been described as one of the best 15th 

century towers in the county; because of the position of the stair turret in one corner of the 

tower it is unique in Surrey.  There are drawings, watercolours of the exterior and interior 

as well as antiquarian accounts which make it possible to understand the church structure 

and its relationship to the tower. 

The tower, a scheduled monument since 1951, is all that remains of the medieval church 

which was demolished in 1848.  The church was not mentioned in Domesday but a royal 
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manor is, and it is likely the church was part of a much larger estate.  It is thought that 

there have been several churches on the site, with the surviving tower added in 15th century 

to a church mainly constructed in 13th-14th century.  The advowson of Ewell once belonged to 

the Abbot and Convent of Chertsey but in 1415 the church and its advowson were 

transferred to the king in exchange for other property.  Henry V then granted the advowson 

to the Convent of Newark where it remained until the dissolution in 1539. 

The church was demolished in 1848 and a new church (the current St. Mary’s) was built 

130m to the north-west.  Whilst the main body of the old church was reported to have been 

in poor condition it has been suggested that the demolition and the new church were funded 

by Rev. Sir George Glyn, to prevent parishioners walking through his back garden to the 

church.  It is likely that the tower was retained due to public outrage at the demolition.  

Fortunately William Holman Hunt, a Pre-Raphaelite painter was commissioned to paint the 

old church, accurately recording the condemned building. 

Holman Hunt’s painting of Ewell old church 1847 
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Following the demolition of the main church the tower was used as a mortuary chapel until 

c.1900.  During WWII a bomb fell in the graveyard, damaging part of the south side of the 

tower, and the tower was officially deconsecrated in 1972, following a fire in 1967.  In 1977 

the tower was taken over by the Ewell Tower Preservation Trust (ETPT).  Whilst it was 

hoped to reopen the tower for public use it is not currently accessible due to H&S concerns.  

The main aim is to keep the building weather-tight and ventilated in the absence of glass in 

the windows, and whilst the upper floors and roof are not accessible the ground floor is used 

for storage. 

Although the tower’s porch is of a later date, it preserves medieval material from the old 

church.  It has been implied that the tower was of superior quality to the church, and thus of 

a different building phase, but as restoration has been carried out on both the porch and 

tower involving the replacement of flints, this is difficult to see.  It has been stated that the 

old church was made of flint and Bargate stone, whilst the tower is clearly made of flint and 

Reigate stone quoins.  Noticeable additions to the porch fabric are the curved trapeze shaped 

Reigate stones within the flint rubble; the very specific shape may imply they were cut and 

reused from the drum of a column. 

Angled buttresses can be found on all four sides of the tower.  On the north side this is of 

double thickness, but half is almost certainly the remains of the nave wall.  On the south 

side the buttress incorporates the remains of the west wall of the south aisle.  These 

surviving sections of the old 

church also appear to be of 

similar fabric to the tower.  The 

original entrance can be seen 

blocked off on the west front, 

although the doorway appears 

truncated where the ground level 

has risen more than 0.5m 

compared to the ground level on 

the east front.  Single cinquefoiled 

windows with louvres can be seen 

on the north, south and west 

fronts at first floor level and 

double lighted, louvred windows 

on all four fronts at second floor 

level except the single light upper 

window on the west front.  

Drawings show that the tower 

was once castellated as was 

common in the medieval period. 

Internally the nave arch now separates the tower from the porch, with typically 15th c. 

moulded jambs and attached shafts with octagonal moulded bases and capitals.  Very 

similar shafts can be seen in drawings of the old church but they are not identical which 

suggests the nave arch was built at a different time, presumably later, possibly in imitation 

of the chancel arch.  The stairway in the southwest stair turret leads to the roof of the tower 

with doors on the 1st and 2nd floors.  The majority of the stone treads are original but 

currently the stairwell is inaccessible at ground level and second floor levels due to the build

-up of pigeon guano.  Remnants of internal plastering resulted in restoration plastering at 

ground and first floor level, as the church and tower may have been originally. 

Original tower entrance on west front 
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The first floor can be accessed via a ladder on the mezzanine.  The floor contains some 

original timbers on the outskirts of the floor (now very charred), and stone corbels support 

the timbers of the floor above.  The first floor single light cinquefoiled windows are found on 

the north, south and west walls with louvres.  Restoration to the window on the south front 

in late 1960s resulted in the suggestion that it differed in construction from that on the 

north; however pre-restoration images show that they were originally identical.  Some of the 

timbers on the first floor may be of medieval date but empty mortices in large ceiling beams 

suggest the timbers have been repurposed, and a number of vertical timber posts do not 

seem to serve any structural purpose.  One corner post has a carved rosette motif, possibly a 

dimensional aid or a superstitious marking, suggesting the timber was reused from a 

different structure. 

The mezzanine level may have been in response to the addition of a gallery at the west end 

of the main church, which necessitated a change in level in the tower.  Equally there may 

have already been a mezzanine structure, which would explain the presence of graffiti, some 

identifiable from the early 18th century (thus before the gallery in the church was built).  If 

there was an early mezzanine it may have been freestanding as the mezzanine is today, as 

the walls give no indication of such a structure. 

Alice was unable to access the second floor which is considerably higher in height than the 

floor below.  It is thought that this was originally the belfry, although the ETPT reports no 

clear evidence for this in the fabric of the room.  It maybe that the bell frame was removed 

following suggestions that bell ringing should stop as the vibrations risked dislodging 

material from the tower. 

After the fire in 1967 an inspection by the local council took place and work was carried out 

to stabilise the building and to keep it watertight.  Further restoration took place in 1977, 

with the brick parapet and flint walls being repointed, decayed stone restored with ‘plastic 

stone’ and damaged tiles replaced on the porch.  

ETPT were responsible for the addition of the 

following: a solid door for the east porch, new 

hardwood louvres with hard wire mesh fixed to 

the inside of the windows, a new first floor and 

repairs to the second floor.  A mezzanine was 

added with access to the first floor via a ladder.  

Much of the work was undertaken by volunteers 

or by local labour employed by the ETPT. 

Alice concluded her talk by reiterating the 

importance of the tower, not just as a prime 

example of a 15th century tower but as ‘a symbol of 

Ewell’s historical and religious culture’.  The long 

term opportunities for an exhibition space, an 

effective storage or archive space, or the use of the 

parapet as a public viewing platform over the 

Surrey countryside seem a long way off, but the 

use of the tower is integral to ensuring its 

survival. 

Thanks to Alice for her talk and for sharing her 

report to enable an accurate write-up.  Any errors 

are those of the reporter. 
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St. Martin’s of Tours Church, Epsom 

          Paul Howard Lang 

I recently purchased a card showing a charming view of the Parish church in Epsom.  I 

particularly like the fact that the photographer has included the man scything the grass. 

The church looked very elegant before the cathedral sized eastern part of the building was 

added in 1908.  So this shows that the card must date from before this period.  The new 

eastern section contained the choir and transepts, the architect being Sir Charles Nicholson. 

The older western end of the church containing the nave, which can be seen in the postcard 

view, dates to 1825 in Commissioners’ Gothic style and was designed by Charles Hatchard of 

Pimlico.  However the flint tower dates from c.1450.  The elegant spire was unfortunately 

removed in 1947 after storm damage. 

You will notice on entering the church and looking down the nave, that the east end is on a 

different alignment, so the two parts of the building do not exactly marry up.  There is 

further evidence of this externally. 

C.T. Cracklow in his book ‘Views of Surrey Churches’, published in 1823 has a drawing of 

the Parish church in Epsom which shows a radically different building to the 1825 rebuild.  

The only familiar feature being the tower. 

There are some very fine monuments in the church, a 16th century brass memorial to 

William Merston of Horton, High Sheriff of Surrey, who died in 1511.  Of particularly note is 

the Flaxman monument to John Henry Warre and his wife.  The folds in the garment are 

beautifully rendered.  There are also monuments executed by Chantrey and John Bacon, 

Jnr, and a very fine early one to Robert Coke of Nonsuch.  According to John Dent in his 



PAGE 9 NEWSLETTER 2021,  I SSUE 5  

book ‘The Quest for Nonsuch’, Coke acting for the Earl of Berkeley, was responsible for 

pulling down the Banqueting House in the grounds of Nonsuch Estate.  In fact there are two 

monuments both to Robert Coke in St Martin’s church, the uncle and his nephew, and they 

both had wives named Theophila (the name is of Greek origin, meaning ‘loved by God’). 

The Robert Coke who died in 1681 resided in Nonsuch Park.  He had a daughter who he also 

named Theophila and a son named John.  His uncle (also named Robert Coke) died in 1653, 

he came from Suffolk and he married Theophila who was the daughter of the Earl of 

Berkeley.  She died in 1643 and is also buried in the churchyard of St. Martin’s.  The family 

are connected to the distinguished Coke’s of Holkham Hall in Norfolk.  It is highly confusing 

that both uncle and nephew married women of the same name, which will confuse future 

genealogists! 

The Coke memorial depicts three busts with unsheathed swords either side and at the top a 

plethora of fruit.  The inscription relates how he faithfully served as a commander to King 

Charles I and lived to see the disappointment of his enemies during the Restoration. 

Also of note is the 15th century font and the so called ‘Vinegar Bible’, which was a misprint of 

the word vineyard!  There is a magnificent parish chest made of Spanish mahogany, with an 

unproved story that the timber came from one of the ships of the Spanish Armada!  A Royal 

coat of arms dating to the reign of George IV can also be seen.  The church is an absolute 

Flaxman memorial to John Warre, 1801 Memorial to Robert Coke, d 1681 
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gem and well worth a visit. 

 

George IV Coat of Arms 
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I wish to acknowledge Gina Ciesco the Parish Administrator who kindly gave me permission 

to take the photographs of the monuments and artefacts in the church. 

 

Parish Chest 
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Forthcoming Events 

Surrey Archaeological Society: Surrey Industrial History Group: Lucy Houston : 

the Lady Who Saved a Nation 

Thursday 4th November 2021 at 9:45am for 10am, by Zoom.  A talk by Colin van Geffen. 

Leatherhead & District Local History Society: An Event celebrating the 75th 

Anniversary of the Society 

Date and venue TBC. 

Surrey Archaeological Society: Surrey Industrial History Group: "A Fine Feat of 

Arms": The Royal Naval Air Service raids on the German Zeppelin Sheds - Autumn 

1914 

Thursday 18th November 2021 at 9:45am for 10am, by Zoom.  A talk by Ian Castle. 

Esher District Local History Society: Corsets and Cameras! 

Saturday 20th November 2021 at 2:30pm at Holy Trinity Church Hall, Claygate, KT10 0JP.  

A talk by Jane Lewis of the Surrey History Centre.  Help and advice in dating old 

photographs. 

Surrey Archaeological Society: SHERF 2021 - Archaeology of the Church: 

Perspectives from Recent Work in the South-East 

Saturday 27th November 2021 at 10am-4pm, by Zoom.  This year's annual Surrey Historic 

Environment Research Framework will be held jointly with the Council for British 

Archaeology South-East annual conference and themed around the subject of church 

archaeology. 

Friends of Effingham & Little Bookham Churches: The Howard Family 

Provisionally Friday 3rd December 2021, date and venue TBC. 

Surbiton and District Historical Society: A History of Bentalls 

Tuesday 7th December 2021 at 7pm for 7:30pm, The CornerHOUSE Arts Centre, 116 

Douglas Rd, Surbiton, KT6 7SB.  A talk by Carolynne Cotton.  £2 for visitors. 

Leatherhead & District Local History Society: A Christmas Miscellany 

Friday 10th December 2021, at 7:30pm, Letherhead Institute, 67 High Street, Leatherhead, 

KT22 8AH.  Two or three short talks by members, then seasonal refreshments. 

Surbiton and District Historical Society: The Jacobites & International Intrigue 

1708-1759 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 at 7pm for 7:30pm, The CornerHOUSE Arts Centre, 116 Douglas 

Rd, Surbiton, KT6 7SB.  A talk by Ralph Thompson.  £2 for visitors. 

Surbiton and District Historical Society: The History of Broomfield Road, 

Tolworth 

Tuesday 1st February 2022 at 7pm for 7:30pm, The CornerHOUSE Arts Centre, 116 

Douglas Rd, Surbiton, KT6 7SB.  A talk by Bob Phillips.  £2 for visitors. 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

Secretary’s Notes (continued): 

have been identified on aerial photographs and from imagery derived from airborne laser 

scanning, also known as lidar data.  Lidar uses laser light to create a 3D representation of 

the Earth's surface and is a newer technology that can be applied to the work of an aerial 

archaeologist'. 

At https://www.layersoflondon.org/ you can choose historical maps of London, and overlay 

them with information about a range of archaeological and historical topics and themes.  

Information that can be mapped covers everything from Historic Environment Records to 

slave ownership in London, bomb damage (1945) to workhouses, asylums, hospitals and 

dispensaries (1900), London's listed buildings to London's worst disasters. 

Finally, Surrey Archaeological Society, as part of its National Lottery Heritage fund grant, 

has launched a new website, which makes available imagery from various LiDAR datasets 

across the county.  As well as LiDAR there are several historic map datasets - OS 1st ed. 

(1871), OS 2nd ed. (1899-1900) and Surrey Tithe maps (1838-1852) - which enables you to 

explore the landscape.  You need to register but it is free, and enables you to record 

previously unknown archaeological features you find on the LiDAR, which will then be 

followed up.  Training is available, so why not give it a go at 

https://surreylidar.org.uk/wp_sur/wp/  

 

2022 Subscriptions 

I (we) wish to renew membership for 2022   Amount enclosed…………… 

Name and address…………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………..  

E-mail address………………………..……………………………… 

2022 Subscriptions 

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2022 become due on 1st January.  

Subscriptions can be paid at the monthly meetings, or by post to the Treasurer, Jane Pedler, 

or the Membership Secretary, Doreen Tilbury.  Subs are £15 for ordinary membership, £22 

for family membership, £6 for student, or £22 for corporate and school memberships.  If 

payment is by cash please bring along the correct money.  A slip is provided below: 

https://www.layersoflondon.org/
https://surreylidar.org.uk/wp_sur/wp/


Epsom & Ewell History & Archaeology Society 

Founded 1960 Registered Charity No.  259221 

Useful contact details 

 

President:  Jon Cotton MA, FSA 

Chairman: Vacant 

Secretary: Nikki Cowlard,  1 Norman Avenue, Epsom KT17 3AB  (01372) 745432 

                                           e-mail info@epsomewellhistory.org.uk  

Treasurer: Jane Pedler 

Archaeology Officer:  Frank Pemberton 

Conservation Officer: Nikki Cowlard (see details above) 

Membership Secretary: Doreen Tilbury 

Newsletter Editor: Jeff Cousins 

Programme Secretary:  Vacant 

                                If you are interested in this post please contact the Secretary. 

Please send copy for the next newsletter to the Newsletter Editor by 12 January 2022. 

 

Visit our website 

www.epsomewellhistory.org.uk 

Gift Aid 

Just a further reminder that if you pay tax EEHAS, as a charity, can claim Gift Aid on 

your subscription or donations, at no cost to yourself.  In order for us to do this you need to 

sign a Gift Aid Declaration form which is available at meetings and can also be found on 

the Society website on the Membership page. 

 

 

 

You can see a colour copy of this newsletter on the Society website from mid November 

www.epsomewellhistory.org.uk 

mailto:info@epsomewellhistory.org.uk

