Epsom & Ewell History & Archaeology
Society

NEWSLETTER

2020, ISSUE 3 July 2020

Chairmands Not es

I n the Societyds | ast Newsletter back in Ap
impact of the current crisis. Since then the restrictions on individuals, socialising and
meeting rapidly became more stringent. B ookings for the Church Hall have been cancelled
until August 2020 and most speakers engaged for this year have indicated they are willing

to postpone till next year. Reinstating the lecture programme will depend on the hall
opening and government guidelines on social distancing, etc.. Currently it looks likely that
August may still be too early to think of meeting. We find ourselves in this uncertain
situation along with every other club, society and voluntary organisation. Whether it is
feasible to hold meetings as physical events but with social distancing is doubtful.
However, this is something the Committee will continue to monitor. We are still having
ovirtual 6 committee meetings.

As we have said before do please check on the EEHAS website, which Nikki Cowlard
updates at intervals, for developments and for other information.
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A Pretty Rustic Chapel
Jeremy Harte

A lost curiosity among Epsom buildings has recently come to life in a previously unidentified
photograph. The story begins in 1835 when James Harrowell took up the post of butler to
Henry Gosse at 20 Church Street. James, who like his wife Mary was a Wesleyan
Methodist, was disappointed to find that there was no chapel in the town, but they walked
over each Sunday to services at Cheam Road in Sutton and then returned to talk over the
sermon with their fellow -believers. At this stage Methodism was largely confined to Epsom
Common, and people met to listen to a lay preacher on Stamford Green unless the weather
was bad, when they could hold class meetings in their cottages.

The Harrowells seem to have imparted new energy to their fellow -believers, for by 1847 the
elders were ready to purchase a chapel building.  Their choice fell on a barn at TQ 2063
6083, which was then at the foot of a pasture field (216 on the Tithe Map): however in 1859
the railway line to Leatherhead cut it off from the fields, so that the only access was from the
High Street, down the alleyway between 102 and 100 High Street. The railway extension
had been anticipated for some years and this probably helped lower the price of the barn.

It was soon adapted and became k nBemgsursoanded bye
farms and fields, there were occasions when a chicken would stroll down the aisle and one
morning the service was stopped because a donkey tried to get in. However, it did not
matter. There was much rejoicing at the fi-

So the history stood until recently, when we were cataloguing two boxes of early glass slides
at the Museum (OP 5321 to 53 and 7818 to 82). These were taken by a Mr. Wood to
illustrate his talk on the town and its history, and must be the earliest colour photographs of
the area. Most of them matched up with his slide notes, but there was one (OP 7834) which
he had evidently taken but then decided not to incorporate in the talk. | was stumped by
this until lan West came to my help and identified it as the Old Methodist Chapel. At this
point the penny dropped and | realised that my precursor Sean Khan had actually taken
photographs of the same building while it was being pulled down in February 1980 (OP 7298
to 7306). It was in a poor state by then but in the 1939 photo it still has some charm.

So what did the elders of the Methodist church get for their money? Evidently a long, thin,
weatherboarded barn which they converted by replacing the walls in red brick. The front
wall had a central porch with two Venetian windows on either side; the back one had plain
arched windows. Inside, there was a patrtition dividing off the eastern quarter of the chapel
into a room with a fireplace. In the centre was a wooden turret which suggested a belfry
without putting too much strain on the roof, and two brick octagons at either end, each of
them rising into a sort of pinnacle.

The chapel remained in use until 1863 when the Methodists felt that they needed more
space, so they built a new place of worship on the corner of Waterloo Road and Station
Approach. This time they got a real architect, E. Bassett Keeling MIBA of London, and his
projected drawings show elegant ladies in crinolines being escorted to Sunday worship. You
get the impression that as Methodism made its way eastwards from the Common it was

ascending the soci al scal e. This is the buli

the Ancient Order of Foresters took it over when the church moved a third time to its
present premises in Ashley Road. Meanwhile the pretty rustic chapel became a commercial
school, and figures as such on the 1870 OS. In aerial photos of the 1940s it still has the
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central turret but this was lost by the 70s, along with the porch. The brick pinnacles were
still present at the time of demolition. By the time the salvage merchants rolled up in 1980
there was little left to save apart from the slates. Bricks and timbers were also being sold.

Sources:

Museum photographs and maps as quoted, with
https://www.epsommethodistchurch.org.uk/about -us/church -history/1847 -the -pretty -rustic -
chapel.html supplemented with notes by Tom Styche in the museum file for Epsom

Methodist Church. Details of the Harrowells come from Epsom & Ewell History Explorer,
https://eehe.org.uk/?p=25565 .
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