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Chairmands Not es

Congratulations to Nikki Cowlard for preparing the EEHAS display which won, yet again, the
Margary award at this yeard6s SyAS symposi um.
website, draws together, finds of late Iron Age date from the Epsom and Ewell area. It coincides
win Aapril. We will review the situation as it develops. Meanwhileth the forthcoming major
conference on the transition from the Iron Age to early Roman period in south east Britain. This
conference will be held on 9 May at Ashtead, tickets available from the SyAS website.

At the time of writing the full extent of the Coronavirus outbreak is uncertain as are the preventive
measures that the government may put in place. It may be that we will have to cancel monthly
meetings at short notice. Members are asked to check the EEHAS website for further
announcements.

STOP PRESS
I'n view of the current situation, we seem to have
monthly meeting April - July. We will review the situation as it develops. Meanwhile please check

the EEHAS website for things to read and do take care.

As many of the Forthcoming Events listed on page 8 may now have been cancelled please check
before attending.

Inside this issue: Lecture Diary
November Meeting: 2 .
The Vikings and my May 6th Conservation in Epsom and Ewell : Lance
Travels to Denmark a Penman - cancelled
Stockholm
February Meeting: 3
Social history set in ex June 3rd Surrey Folklore : Matthew Alexander -
London 1868 1962

cancelled
March AGMand talk: 6 || 3,1y 15t The Old Ewell Church Tower : Alice Blows
Forthcoming Events 8 cancelled

August 5th Member sd Evening.

Surrey Archaeological 9

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at St.

i 10 ~
Membership Matters Maryds Church Hall, London Road

Doors open 7.45 for 8pm start. Members free, visitors £4,

Minutes of AGM for includes refreshments.
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November Meeting 0 The Vikings and my Travels to Denmark and
Stockholm  d Richard Watson

Steve Nelson

In November we heard from Richard Watson on his recent expedition to Scandinavia,
principally Denmar k. The mai n emphasis o]
archaeology of the area and in particular the distinctive rock art to be found at many sites,

and so often found carved on stone slab surfaces. These are now quite ephemeral and from
the illustrations he showed have usually been coloured in recent times to make them more
apparent. Most of the art dates to the Scandinavian Bronze Age, ¢ 1100 -700 BC and what is
striking is the number of images of ships that are depicted. Sea travel around the coast and
islands of Denmark and Norway was clearly of importance from prehistoric times.

Rock Art

Richard also visited the sites and monuments of Viking
age including the ship museum at Roskilde which has -
the remains of excavated ships and sea going | ©
reconstructions on which you can take a trip. There »
are also a number of Viking ring forts with their >
impressive, perfectly circular banks; the one at Frykat —
has been excavated. | remember myself visiting the Q
fort at Trelleborg, where a long house has been ®
reconstructed and talking to the reenactors who spoke
excellent English! <
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Continuing with the boat theme, Richard went to see the remains of the Vasa in Stockholm.
This C17 warship was raised from the harbour in 1961 and is remarkably complete. Sadly
there are signs of decay, not surprising when the techniques of preservation in the 1960s
were less advanced than today. Even so it was a remarkable achievement and certainly
rivals that of the Mary Rose which sank some 100 years before.

Vasa ship

This short report doesndt really do justice
notes | took at the time! A rota of people to take notes at the meetings would be more
satisfactory.

February Meeting 0 Social History set in east London 1862 -1962 0
Joyce Hampton

Steve Nelson

Joyce Hampton spoke to us in February on the more recent history of the Bethnal Green ar-
ea of East London, now in the London Borou
from family connections and her researches
Life in Bethnal Greend6é, which was on sal e atf
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