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Chairman’s Notes
We have just learnt of a generous bequest to the Society by Eve MyattPrice. It was most kind of Eve to remember EEHAS in her will and this
reflects the importance that the Society held for her. We will have to
consider carefully how we should mark this and what appropriate use we
could make of the funds.

We thank for their
kind donations:
Eve Myatt-Price

Inside this issue:

In this Newsletter Nikki Cowlard refers to the recent metal detector find of
a possible IA/Roman metal vessel on Ashtead Common. This highlights the
issue of unregulated metal detecting. Since the passing of the Treasure Act,
in 1996, and establishment of the Portable Antiquities Scheme a huge
amount of casual finds that might previously have gone unknown are now
logged in detail on the PAS data base although the illegal use of metal
detectors does still occur. The Scheme does not claim ownership of any
“treasure” which remains with the finder and/or landowners. It is an offence
the use a metal detector on a SAM and without the permission of the
landowner. It is also interesting to know that to be declared “treasure” it
does not have to have been buried in the ground as was the case with a
recent find of gold sovereigns dating from Victoria to George V and found
in a piano!
We have reverted to past format for this year’s Members’ Evening in
August. This encourages short talks from 3-5 people on some aspect of
their work and/or interests. All are welcome, so please let Nikki Cowlard or
myself know what you would wish to contribute.
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Members’ Evening, short talks from members, all
invited.

Lecture Diary

September 6th Horace Walpole, Strawberry Hill, and “the Castle
(I am building) of my ancestors”: Stephen
Clarke.
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at St.
Mary’s Church Hall, London Road, Ewell KT17 2BB.
Doors open 7.45 for 8pm start. Members free, visitors £4, includes
refreshments.
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January Meeting – The Restoration of Ewell Court House – Sandeep Kumar and Mark Graham
(The following is a precis of a longer review by David Hartley which will serve as an archive of the
structural works to this building)
On the night of 10th December 2013 a
fire devastated this building. Fortunately
with prompt action, ten fire crews from
Surrey and London fought the blaze
caused by a defective frost inhibitor in
the roof which had caught alight.
Whilst 50% of the roof and various parts
of the upper structure were destroyed the
chimney stacks remained standing and
fire crews managed to save the rest of
the structure. However, water severely
damaged ceilings, ornate plaster work
and floors although some of the building
remained unscathed and the public
library and children’s nursery were able
to reopen within a few days. Mark
Graham of Watts Group PLC, together
with Sandeep Kumar of Triton Building
Restoration Ltd, explained their part in
the restoration of the building.
The Historical Background - Avenue House c. 1690. Or iginally known as Avenue House it was a
gentleman’s’ residence built near the old
farm of Ewell Court in c 1690. Alexander
Bridges bought the house in the early 1700’s.
In the 1800’s the park and grounds of this
estate were being used as part of Henry
Bridges gunpowder business along the Hogs
Mill Stream. His son John Henry Bridges
inherited the house on the occasion of his
marriage in 1879 to Edith Tritton and
planned to create a new home, remodelling
Avenue House with extensive landscape
grounds.
Incorporating some of the existing house,
Bridges built a new three-storey, red brick
structure in the ‘Old English’ style and the
house became known as Ewell Court House.
Further work was carried out in the early
1890s including the establishment of several
new glasshouses, similar to others
constructed by James Pulham & Son, landscape gardeners, who are known to have made the large fountain
that stood near the house shown in contemporary photographs of the time and were illustrated in the
Pulham Garden Ornament Catalogue c1925. Pulhams also carried out the ‘rockwork’ to the banks of the
stream that flowed through the grounds and created the boating lake, complete with boathouse and an
island and water cascades.
A south extension was built in 1892 with a north extensions being built circa 1900 and carried out in the
‘Jacobean Revival’ architectural style that we see today. The Stoddart family later owners of Ewell Court
House, sold the house to the Epsom & Ewell Borough Council in 1935.
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The Restoration: The wor k of r estor ing the building followed a str ategic pr oject plan, commencing
with a Disaster Recovery Plan and Enabling Works which included emergency demolitions and salvage,
temporary roofing and propping together with full surveys of condition and structural works and
Conservation Plan.
During this period Planning and Listed Building Consent were obtained. After assessment with the council
and English Heritage, it was agreed that the internal fabric that merited the building’s listed status should
be conserved/restored and the fabric lost on the upper floors and roof could be replaced in modern
materials. Fortunately the majority of the high quality finishes were on the ground floor and although not
directly affected by the fire had suffered water damage.
The main works contract was awarded to Triton Restoration Ltd. who commenced on 5th January 2015
and was largely completed by the re-launch of the venue on 12th November 2015.
Main Works involved the r epair and r ebuilding of walls and chimney stacks and finishes in
matching materials, repair of structural timberwork – marrying new with old timbers and replacement
roofing with matching tiles. Internally work included the various finishes of plasterwork, cornicing and
coving and decorative oak panelling, ceiling strap-work, doors and other oak joinery removed after fire.
The opportunity was taken to enhance the fire escapes, toilet facilities and disabled access together with
improved accommodation, lighting and heating, audio visual equipment.
In the process of reconstruction and refurbishment a number of unknown construction details became
apparent in addition to a number of decorative features and artefacts that have been retained. These
included, earlier facing brickwork and a “hidden” doorway exposed by removal of plaster. Lamb’s wool
sound insulation laid on inter-floor boarding provided protection from fire damage to elaborate ground
floor lath and plaster ceilings.
Finally, Ewell Cour t House has now r isen fr om the ashes following that disastr ous fir e. The building
has undergoing extensive reconstruction and renovation and was re-opened by the then Mayor of Epsom &
Ewell, Councillor Christopher Frost, on 15th November 2015.

West elevation showing original conservatory and fountain, c 1895
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Steve Nelson

Kim Lowe, of the Brookwood Cemetery Society, explained to us how Brookwood came about, as the
London Necropolis Company (LNC), at a time when provision for the burial of the dead was proving
inadequate in the expanding population of London. After the 1848/9 cholera epidemic in London a
scheme was put forward to develop about 2200 acres of land in Woking purchased from Lord Onslow. It
included various parcels of land to provide other income and 450 acres set aside for burials. The cemetery
was incorporated by Act of Parliament in 1852 and the first burial was in 1854.
The grounds were landscaped, possibly by or to the design of John Claudius Loudon, with the actual
planting done by the local nursery firm Donald & Son. From the start it was designed to be self-sufficient
with a stonemasonry shop and florists etc. There are a number of chapels for Anglican, Catholic and
nonconformist faiths and also a modern church, known as the Monastery of St Edward Brotherhood for
Orthodox Christians who look after the remains of St Edward the Martyr after their transfer in 1984 from
Shaftesbury Abbey! It was near to the existing, London and South Coast railway line from Waterloo and
had a dedicated tramway, off a siding, with a north and south station halt. Special cemetery trains would
bring the coffins down from a special London terminus at Waterloo. This was originally near Leake Street
and then, after the reconstruction of Waterloo station in1902, from 121 Westminster Bridge Road.
Though bombed in WWII the entrance still remains. There were special coffin tickets available at 1st, 2nd
and 3rd class rates.

The LNC also offered three classes of funeral. A 1st class allowed complete choice of where the deceased
could be buried. A 2nd class was more restrictive and the 3rd class was reserved for paupers, buried at the
parish expense; although unmarked these still had their separate grave. There were various plots reserved
for different parishes, religious bodies, guilds and societies and even one reserved for actors. The first
burials in November 1854 were the still born twins of Mr & Mrs Hore of Southwark. The first burial at
Brookwood with a permanent memorial was that of Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Goldfinch, buried on 25
November 1854.
Amongst the 230,000 or more people buried in
Brookwood there is a huge range of different people who
have been buried with many famous names. Kim
described a number of these including, Alfred Bestal of
Rupert Bear fame, Rebecca West, Fred Spofforth the
“Australian Demon Bowler”. If you want to see more
visit their website for this eclectic list of notables.
As to be expected with Victorian cemeteries the
architecture of the various chapels, mausolea and
gravestones is varied and monumental especially those of
1st class burials. Many of these are now listed, Grade II,
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with one, that of Lord and Lady
Pelham-Clinton
Grade
II*.
Another curious grave is that of
Charles Warne, the C19 Dorset
antiquarian which is in the shape
of a prehistoric earthwork
modelled on Maumbury Rings
which he had helped to save
from destruction by a proposed
railway line. Warne also lived
for some time in later life in
Ewell.
The military section (the
largest war cemetery in the
UK with the remains of
c.7,000 personnel from both world wars) is sub-divided into several national zones, including
British, Canadian, Turkish, Dutch, Belgian, Polish, Czechoslovakian, Free French, and American.
The cemetery was privately owned for most of its existence but in 2016 it was transferred to Woking
Borough Council. Brookwood still offers burial plots, at a cost! The Brookwood Cemetery Society was
formed in 1992 to promote the wider interest in Brookwood and raise funding to support the restoration on
the grounds and structures. They conduct guided walks and tours throughout the year on a variety of
topics. These usually start from the Visitor Lodge, at 2pm (donation £3) and to book contact their web
site.
A metal find from Ashtead Common

Nikki Cowlard

A bronze pot and associated finds were taken into Bourne Hall Museum before Easter by a metal
detectorist who had found them on Ashtead Common, and was interested to know more about them.
Unfortunately for him he had been detecting without permission from the owner, the City of London
Corporation, and indeed had been detecting in the area of the Iron Age Earthwork which is a Scheduled
Ancient Monument. The incident was reported and investigated by the police but the man was let off with
a caution as he had detected on the site through ignorance rather than criminal intent. It is an offence under
law to damage a SAM and is punishable by an unlimited fine, two years in prison or both. The Corporation
have since updated its signage to warn that any metal detecting is prohibited on the Common.

I, together with Emma Corke of Surrey Archaeological Society visited the site with Ranger, Shaun
Waddell, identified the holes that had been dug and mapped them as evidence of the transgression. Once
the finds pot for the bowl has
been identified a limited
excavation may take place to
retrieve any evidence remaining
of the context in which the
finds were placed.
While the bronze pot with its
detached
base,
and
an
associated canoe-shaped bronze
object are now safe they have
yet to be formally dated or
assessed for conservation. The
date, however, is likely to be a
Late Iron Age or Early Roman
one, possibly marking the end
of the enclosure’s use.
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Worms, ashes and bone: excavations at Cocks Farm, Abinger 1876-2016 – Emma Corke
Nikki Cowlard
The first excavation at Cocks Farm came about thanks to two men: Thomas Henry Farrer and Charles
Darwin. In 1876 Thomas Farrer decided to extend the kitchen garden and heard after the event that the
workmen had uncovered and removed the remains of a stone-built building. He organised an excavation
in the adjacent field in 1878, and an account, together with a plan of foundations found, was published in
The Builder. Charles Darwin, a relative of the Farrer family by marriage, visited the site to look at how
earthworm action buried ancient buildings; the excavated tessellated floor was swept daily in order to
weigh the earthworm casts.
Nothing further was done until a tree was uprooted
in the Great Storm, revealing a tessellated floor in
the field and the corner of this ploughed field
revealed the outline of a villa. Surrey
Archaeological Society ran three seasons of
excavation, 1995-1997, revealing the presence of
standing walls and a 4th century mosaic in a
summer dining room or triclinium. English Heritage
scheduled the site and the mosaic was covered with
6 inches of silver sand for its protection. These
excavations identified 3 phases of building,
probably a courtyard villa, in varying stages of
preservation and more than a tonne of finds, but left
many questions unanswered. The rooms uncovered
in the 19th century had not been identified, there
were inconsistencies in the plan, uncertainty over
the relationship between phases and their dates, and no evidence for what happened on the site before or
after the Romano-British activity.
In 2009 SyAS was given permission to excavate the site over 5 years. Phase I was found in the orchard
south of the 4th century range. More than 1m down the remains of a hypocaust (underfloor heating)
system and a probable apse were found, and identified as a likely bath-house. Walls, showing the
remnants of an opus signinum lining, to the
west of, and attached to the 4th c. building
were allocated to Phase II. Darwin’s rooms
were finally rediscovered (Phase III) covered
in a layer of clean sand laid by the Victorians
to protect it. A retaining wall was excavated,
beneath which was found a quantity of
Romano-British iron slag and a pot which
appeared to have been ritually deposited
before the wall was built. The villa had been
cut into the hillside, resulting in differing
floor levels and much had been destroyed in
the building of the Phase IV 4th c. wing. The
mosaic was uncovered to assess its condition
together with a previously uncovered area for
comparison. The silver sand had done its job
and there was no discernible difference
between the two areas.
In order to understand more of the area around the villa a programme of magnetometry took place in the
adjacent fields, identifying a series of large boundary ditches, a possible kiln and an area of industrial
activity. Now that the EH consent had lapsed, the project is concentrated on the field adjacent to the villa.
A section was cut over two of the ditches, showing them to be deep and wide and cut into the sandstone
and ironstone geology. The kiln proved to be an early Romano-British limekiln, C14 dated by charcoal to
a last firing of 70-134AD. More remained of the air vent than is usually found, and part of the final load
of burnt lime had been left in situ sealing charcoal logs beneath.
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Activity on the hill concentrated on a south-facing promontory and showed evidence for a human
presence for millennia. Two pieces of Neolithic axe and pottery were retrieved from the ploughsoil as
were a Bronze Age barbed and tanged arrowhead and a leaf arrowhead. A BA cremation deposit in a
Deverell Rimbury pot was found, C14 dated to 920BC. Iron Age features include enclosure ditches,
beehive-shaped grain storage pits and cremations. A number of quern stones were deposited in pits as
termination deposits, and a quantity of burnt grain (dated to around 50BC) was found in the backfill of
one of the pits. Twenty-four pits have been identified so far, and a ritual deposit of cattle jaws beneath a
saddle quern was found in one of the bigger pits. Four Potin coins, probably used for ritual purposes
rather than as monetary tokens, have been found: these are rarely found in excavations. Other metal finds
include an IA fitting, a twisted bronze bracelet, a hammerstone pebble, which is not of local origin, and a
large amount of IA pottery. Sherds of one so-far unique grog tempered dimple-decorated pot were found
in different pits over two seasons of excavation. A cluster of IA cremations was found but it is likely that
many more were destroyed by ploughing.
Above the IA features was evidence for multi-layered Roman activity. The earliest phase was a palisade
boundary later replaced by another fence built on a foundation of tree branches. These were replaced by
two large ditches, the EW ditch having 2 phases and the NS ditch one. There is even evidence for survey
poles which would have been used to ensure the straightness of the ditches across the field. The remains
of a pottery beehive was found in one of the ditches, with impressions on the interior to enable
honeycomb attachment and decoration on the under-rim which would be evident when it was placed
upside down. Adjacent to the ditch was a Roman deposit - the remains of two cattle skulls. The latest
Roman features were a series of gullies which appear to have been cut and immediately refilled. Emma
Corke, the site director suggested that these are agricultural trenches into which vines were planted on
this south-facing slope. Because the soil is sandy and not ideal for vines it seems that new trenches had to
be dug and manured, resulting in trenches on varying alignments.
Post-Roman activity is represented by a coin of King Stephen and one of Henry I, together with a coat of
arms on a steelyard weight, a medieval strap-end and a post-medieval fede ring. During the 2016 season a
number of calf burials outside the IA enclosure area were excavated. However the good bone
preservation suggested they were of a more recent date, and this was borne out by a wide C14 date
between 17th – 20th century AD. A further excavation is taking place this June – July (details under
Roman Studies Group tab on the Surrey Archaeological Society website).
Forthcoming Events
Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society: Archaeology and history of coins and
tokens of Kingston
Thursday 8th June 2017, at 8pm, Surbiton Library Halls, Ewell Road, Surbiton. A talk by Tim
Everson, a numismatist and local historian.
Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society: Pottery from excavations in Kingston
and Surrey
Thursday 13th July 2017, at 8pm, Surbiton Library Halls, Ewell Road, Surbiton. Pottery from
numerous excavations in Kingston, by our President Steve Nelson.
Family History Online! Saturday 22 July, 10am - 12.30pm
A workshop devoted to tips and techniques for exploring your family history using the many and
varied sources available online. In addition to learning more about the large commercial websites
such as Ancestry.com and Find My Past, information will also be included on using the Family
Search website and hopefully introduce you to many wonderful free websites. We will also touch on
how to share your information online and keep it secure.
£15 includes refreshments.
Surrey History Centre, 130 Goldsworth Road, Woking, GU21 6ND.
Please book a place online, in person at Surrey History Centre or any Surrey Library or phone
01483 518737.

Epsom & Ewell History & Archaeology Society
Founded 1960 Registered Charity No.259221
Useful contact details
President:

Jon Cotton MA, FSA

Chairman: Steve Nelson
Secretary:

Nikki Cowlard, 1 Norman Avenue, Epsom KT17 3AB (01372) 745432
e-mail info@epsomewellhistory.org.uk

Treasurer: Jane Pedler
Archaeology Officer: Frank Pemberton
Conservation Officer: Nikki Cowlard (see details above)
Membership Secretary: Doreen Tilbury
Newsletter Editor: Jeff Cousins
Programme Secretary: Vacant
If you are interested in this post please contact the Secretary.
If you would like to contact any of the committee please e-mail info@epsomewellhistory.org.uk
Please send copy for the next newsletter to the Newsletter Editor by 12 August 2017

Visit our website

www.epsomewellhistory.org.uk

Gift Aid
Just a further reminder that if you pay tax EEHAS, as a charity, can claim Gift Aid on
your subscription or donations, at no cost to yourself. In order for us to do this you need to
sign a Gift Aid Declaration form which is available at meetings and can also be found on
the Society website on the Membership page.

You can see a colour copy of this newsletter on the Society website from mid June
www.epsomewellhistory.org.uk

