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Secretaryos Notes

As we tentatively come out of lock -down we have a lot to be thankful for. Most of our
members are of an age to have received their vaccinations, and meanwhile a number of us
have been able to meet up on Zoom. Not only have we been able to watch relevant videos
to stimulate discussion but it has given us the chance to see each other and chat until we
can meet in person. Not everyone is conne
shared your e -mail address do consider doing so, in order for us to keep you up -to-date on
meetings and other opportunities as they arise. We are looking at starting face  -to-face
meetings on 1st Sept ember at St . Mar yo6s Ch-maldave beenl
canvassed as to whether they feel c-malbuhmateab
view please let us know, by phone or post.

Many of you may remember, or have been involved in, the Hatch Furlong excavations
which took place 2006 -9 on the outskirts of Ewell. Jon Cotton, our President, was joint
director with Harvey Sheldon, Birkbeck (UCL), and now work is underway to bring this
project to publication. EEHAS was a partner in the excavations and the committee
recently agreed to provide £1000 towards the publication costs.

(Continued under Membership Matters)
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The Cave Coffee Tavern Ewell

Paul Howard Lang

Before the first lockdown | purchased an interesting card showing the High Street, Ewell,
which is postmarked 1904. What can be seen are shops including a grocers on the left hand
side and an unusual tricycle, but what caught my eye was a sign for the Cave Coffee Tavern
on the right of this picture.

High Street, Ewell.

o

The coffee taverns were a national late Victorian phenomenon. Because of the perceived
drinking problem, leading to bad health, violence and other social problems, philanthropists,
Methodists and others sought to offer the working man an alternative to the pub. Coffee
taverns sold non -alcoholic drinks and snacks, sometimes lunches and there were often
newspapers, magazines and board games for the customers. However they did not make the
profits that pubs did so often had to be supported by subscriptions among those that who
thought that they were useful. They were also used as meeting places. | found a mention of
the coffee tavern in a newspaper of 1884, in which a gentleman was using the tavern to
advance his business.

The 1901 census lists John Strudwick as the coffee house manager, at 136, High Street,
Ewell. He was married to Martha and they had a daughter called Alice. He was 46 years
old and his wife was 42, his daughter Alice was 18. Living above the coffee tavern was
Emily Goddard a District Nurse, who also lived with her mum.

The 1891 census lists Caroline James, Coffee House Keeper. She was a widow and aged 60.
Interestingly John Strudwick is at that time living at Rectory Lodge, Church Street. There
was a straw bonnet maker further down Green Man Street (named after the public house),
as the High Street was called at this time.
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Kellyds Directory for 1911 shows that Al Tfre
Coffee Tavern in the Cheam Road, the first establishment off of the High Street. The 1911
census gives a further insight as it transpires that Alice, the daughter of John Strudwick,

who was born in Godalming, married Alfred Thomas Richards. She is assisting in the
business. Alfred Richards the manager was 37 years old and born in Shipton Gorge, Dorset.
Alice Margaret Strudwick married Alfred Richards onthe 288t August , 1905
church, Ewell. Richards was previously a shoemaker in Green Man Street. John and
Martha Strudwick moved to Vernon Cottage in the London Road. So the Richards took over
the management of the Cave Coffee Tavern between 1905 and 1911, but did they actually
own this establishment?

| wondered if a Mr Cave was the owner, but retrieved many results for this name living in
Ewell. So | could not confirm that this was the actual case.

The 1939 Register shows that Alice and Alfred Richards are still living at 1, Cheam Road,
but by this time it is no longer a coffee tavern, Alfred returned to his previous occupation as
a shoemaker.

The 1878 Post Office Directory also shows that there was a Ewell Parochial Coffee and
Reading Rooms in the High Street. The Rev F. Johnson was the secretary and F.J. Maingay
esq, the honorary treasurer. However | do not believe that this is the same establishment as
the Cave Coffee Tavern. Further research needs to be done regarding this.

Currently the Dhansiri restaurant and Angel Nails occupy the building that was formally
the Cave Coffee Tavern.

There were two other coffee taverns that | came across, the Anchor Coffee Tavern, in the
Ewell Road, Surbiton, which lasted from 1883 -1905. Also the Shaftesbury Coffee Tavern in
Sutton.

The unusual tricycle was called a 6Sal vobd,
was often used by ladies with long skirts. Apparently Queen Victoria owned one.

Collectorsé Sho" IS Areered
Another Epsom landmark is to go.
The Epsom Stamp C.
is to close at the end of June. It
didndét just sell
postcards, coins, model cars and
other collectables.
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OA gentl eman conversant I n antiquari an
FSA and the Early History of Kingston d Jon Cotton
Jeff Cousins
We were delighted to be able to hold our first talk in a long while, even if it was online. Jon
Cotton, our president, talked about William Roots, a collector of antiquities in the Georgian
and early Victorian period, and a resident of Kingston.
The Roots were a well -to-do Kingston family of doctors and lawyers. William was born in
Kingston in 1776, the second son of George Roots (c1745 -1830) and Ann Shuckburgh (c1743 -
1835). His elder brother George (1773 -1831) became a barrister, and published a translation
of the charters of Kingston. William became a doctor, qualifying at Aberdeen in 1801.
One amusing story tells of William, whilst still a young surgeon, being called upon to attend
a sick ma n atfFaoddthe SBadgdad i n Ki ngston Val e.
highwayman named Abershawe stalked the area. Having successfully treated the patient,
Roots was about to return home over Kingston Hill when his patient earnestly entreated
him oOoOyou had better, Sir, have someone to|go
|l onesome journeyo, to which Roots replied tlha
shoul d me et wi t h Aber shawe hi msel f! 0 The [
Abershawe. If this story is true, then Roots must still have been in training as Abershawe
was hanged in 1795. Rootsd fearl essness wps
with his wife Mary and two of his children, only months after the Battle of Paris in 1814.
The main Roots family residence was Canbury House, a large property on the site now
occupied by o0The Kings Tundé pub. When Wil l|i al
oWebytThamesod (a. k. a. 0oTownendo) , a |ittle upst
recorded as living in 1821 and as still owning two small properties in 1840 -2. His eldest
children were Sudlow (b 1804)
and Mary (b 1806). In 1841
Sudlow, then a surgeon, was
living in Canbury House. By
1851 William, by then a
widower, had moved back to
Canbury House to live with
his son. William died in 1859,
and was buried at the then
new Bonner Hill Road
Cemetery. His son Sudlow
died in 1876. The house then
passed t o Sudl owd s son
William Henry, who lived
there until 1906/7, when he
moved to Hampshire and the
house was sold and
demolished to make way for
The Empire Theatre (now the :LOOLDPSBEBWH .LQJVWRQ 1HZ &HPH!'
aforementioned O0Kings Tuno) .
Roots seems to have already been recognised as an authority on the history of Kingston by
1807, as he was asked to comment on two skeletons found in a garden near the Clattern




