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Inside this issue:  

 

In 1972 one of the barrows on Banstead Downs which had been badly 

damaged by the golf club grounds men was excavated. The barrow proved to 

be Saxon with the primary burial accompanied by a spear, knife, shield boss 

and bronze hanging bowl. The finds and skeleton were stored in BH 

Museum. Current plans to rebury the skeleton have raised a mini storm of 

controversy, although not quite as stormy as the on going controversy over 

the future of Richard IIIôs remains. Many issues have been raised - ethical 

treatment of human remains, non Christian burial, museums storage capacity 

etc etc. However, my simple suggestion of reburial in the grave from which 

it came has not been accepted! 

 

Chairmanõs Notes 

September 2013 

Lecture Diary  

 

October  2nd     Rudyard Kipling - His Life and Remarkable 

Story: Gary Endstone  

                           In the presence of the Mayor Colin Taylor  

 

November 6th   An Introduction to the Carshalton Water Tower:  

                           John Freeman  

 

December  4th   Christmas Party  

 

January 1st        Prehistory in Malta: Richard Watson  

 
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at St. Maryõs Church 

Hall, London Road, Ewell  KT17 2BB  

Doors open 7.45 for 8pm start. Members free, visitors £4, includes 

refreshments  

Welcome to New  

Members  

   

  Georgia Newman  

  Marion Morrison  

  Sharie Dakota  

 

 

 

Current improvement works by the Wandle 

Trust to the Hogsmill have revealed the 

remains on the left bank of one of the 

gunpowder mills dating from the early C18. It 

seems this may be part of the óincorporatingô 

mill which ground the basic powder ready for 

further processing in other parts of the Ewell 

mills complex. It is hoped to prepare a full 

report for the next Newsletter. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

well as water source, and it is thought Stane Street deviates towards the springs to benefit from 

this. The Church Meadow Project came about when St Marys Church consecrated a 10 metre strip 

of land to be used in future for burials; once burials commence the archaeology will be out of 

bounds so a series of excavations are planned over 3 -4 seasons to record what is there.  

Several geophysical surveys have taken place in the field but have been rather inconclusive as to 

the line of Stane Street and the settlement alongside it. Excavation in 2012 revealed that much of 

the Roman ground surface had been destroyed by an episode of steam ploughing but a series of 

gullies, pits and ditches were uncovered, all of Roman date. A large number of low denomination 

coins, brooches and other personal adornments were recovered together with many pottery sherds, 

all of which will aid dating of individual features. A small amount of prehistoric pottery was also 

found but surprisingly little medieval evidence.  

Phil Stanley , who is undertaking the reporting of the Roman pottery, then talked about the 

process of pottery analysis. The task is huge, in that over 40kg of pottery was found in the plough 

soils alone. The pot is examined for fabric, form and decoration which help identify where it was 

made and when.  Initially sherds are divided up into greywares (the most common type of Roman 

pottery), oxidised (red) fabrics and finewares, and distinctive pieces pulled out to give initial dating 

for the ôclosedõ or undisturbed contexts. With so much pottery from lots of different features it is 

vital to have a system to ensure they are not muddled up. All pottery is marked with where it 

came from in the trench and bagged accordingly with descriptive labels. Phil then went on to 

describe how he would analyse the data resulting from the pottery identification and put the final 

report together. He concluded by showing a varied range of pottery found in 2012.  

Frank Pemberton , EEHASõ Archaeological Officer and the site Finds Director then took the 

audience through a whistle -stop tour of special finds found in 2012, including Roman brooches, 

bone hair pins, a bone die and a post -medieval cloth seal. He then went on to show examples of 

ceramic building material (CBM) found in Church Meadow.  Most of this is Roman in origin but a 

medieval roof tile was also shown. A number of small pieces of decorated box flue tile have been 

found together with Roman roof tiles (tegulae and imbrices) as well as floor tile, mortar and opus 

signinum (waterproof mortar). The question is whether these were brought in as rubble for 

hardcore or roadfill, or were there building/s with tiled roofs and hypocaust heating system in, or 

close to, the settlement.  

[See separate note, p 7, on this current yearõs work] 
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June Meeting : Excavations in Church Meadow 2012  

Church Meadow  Day 1 Year 1  

Members of the Church Meadow team talked 

about the Church Meadow Project and what had 

been found during the 2012 season last July. The 

interim report was printed in the September 2012 

newsletter, and together with a report to Surrey 

Archaeological Society, is available on the EEHAS 

website.  Nikki Cowlard , the site director, set 

the scene for Roman archaeology in Ewell. Church 

Meadow is an important site in that it is the last 

open space within the village through which Stane 

Street is thought to run. Archaeological 

investigations and chance finds suggest that 

Roman Ewell was a linear settlement which grew 

up alongside the road, most likely providing 

accommodation and supplies to travellers and 

acting as a market centre. The springs seem to 

have held a particular significance, religious as  

Nikki Cowlard  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 3 NEWSLETTER 2013,  ISSUE 4 

Artefact of the Month Spring   Street Cannon       

The Mary Rose New Exhibition       

The new Mary Rose exhibition opened on 31 May after a 

thorough redisplay of the objects and in a new state of the 

art cover ð all at a cost of some £27m! The ship itself has 

been in the dry dock, next to Victory, since it was raised in 

1982. Many will recall watching this on TV at the time. 

The current opening coincided with the ending of spraying 

in Polyethylene Glycol (PEG) which has been continuous 

for the last 30 years.  

I visited, in June, with members of the Medieval Pottery 

Research Group who were the  first users of the lecture 

room facility. There were mixed feelings ð some thought 

the new building looked like a large space ship, actually it 

is, a large space for a ship! The interiors arranged on three 

galleries around the remains of the ship are dark, 

intentionally so to simulate conditions below decks at the time. However, if you want to read or make notes 

you have to squint by the light of the displays. The ship itself that has survived is now viewable for its whole 

length through porthole like windows but is well lit inside and you do get a good impression of its size and 

layout. The main spraying tubes are still there but are due to be removed as the timbers dry out over the 

next 4 years. I noticed some worrying looking white powder deposits but was assured this was just excess 

PEG which will be swept up.  

Great play is made of the fact that the majority of the 19,000 objects discovered with her are on display but 

what they mean is the majority of objects displayable ð many are of course just fragments. However, the 

conservation of the wood and leather is remarkable. A star for me was the Martincamp type pottery flask in 

its original wickerwork cover with loop handles and cork stopper; this must be a unique survival of its type. 

A particular moan from the group I was with was that the pottery, of which there are some 50 vessels not on 

display was not available to see, even to a specialist interest group. All in store?  It is difficult if you want to 

study just one class of object as they are spread through the themed displays but then you canõt please all 

the peopleé  All in all the Mary Rose is a remarkable survival. 

For those of you who know Ewell there is an old iron cannon 

barrel buried in the ground in the entrance to Chessington 

House in Spring Street. It acts as a bollard, standing about 2 

feet high, protecting the left hand gate pillar. It appears to 

have a ball stopping the 2.5 inch calibre muzzle. It is 

uncertain how old it is or indeed if it is a real one. Those that 

have seen the rest of the cannon below ground say it looks 

real with trunnions (the round lugs that fit the gun to its 

carriage) unlike the ones outside Ewell Castle school which 

are simply bollards. It is said that the set back in the wall of 

Bourne Hall opposite was contrived by the owner of 

Garbrand Hall, Thomas Barritt, to allow a carriage to swing 

into the entrance drive. Willis in his History of Ewell  says 

into Spring House but the drive is now into Chessington 

House. Barritt owned Garbrand Hall from1796 to 1817 and 

the cannon could date from that period. In view of its small 

calibre the gun may be a saluting cannon rather than 

military or naval.  My purpose in mentioning this now is that 

the footpath in this stretch of Spring Street is being widened 

and resurfaced. It is hoped that the cannon does not 

òdisappearó during these works!  

Stephen Nelson  

Stephen Nelson  


